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Report of Acting Commonwealth Statistician on - 
UNEMPLOYMENT ~- 4th QUARTER, 1931. 


The returns of the Trade Unions show for the fourth quarter, iee. for the 
middle of November, a percentage of 28.0 compared with 28.3 for the previous 
quarter. This is the first time for three years that a quarterly return hag shown 
a decrease on the previous quarter. The third quarter showod a very small increase 
on the previous quarter, and there were strong indications that unemployment had 
reached its peak. The figures for the fourth quarter confirm this conclusion. 

The percentage of trade union unemployment in normal times has shown no tendency 
to be less in the 4th quartor tan in the third,and the decrease now shown, though 
gmall, may be taken as significant. 


The increase is chiefly due to improved conditions in Victoria wher® 
“17 - a “pay “ 
unemployment fell from 26.8% to 25.6%. ‘ew South Jales shows a small decrease and 
the other Statcs a small increase, excert Tasmania where the increase is appreciable. 


In most of the industrial groups, unemployment shows little change in the 
fourth quarter; but in buildingit is distinctly worse, increasing from 33.5 to 
36.0 per cent. In the clothing group, on the other hand, there is a marked improve- 
ment from 27.4 to 23.7 per cent, dus to increased omployment in textile manufacture, 
and a similar movement in miscellaneous manufacturing. It was only to be expected 
that unemployment in building trades would increase for a time after other employment 
has become steady or improved. 


Some additional information of the movement of employment generally (in- 
cluding Trade Union unemployment) is afforded by the reports of the State Unemployment 
Hxchangese 


In New South Vales, the estimate of unemployed fell from 125,000 in August 
to 115,000 in September, and 110,000 in October and November. The improvement was 
chiefly in rural occupations (which would not much affect the Trade Union returns), 
but partly in manufacturing. 


In Victoria, registrations of unemployment, fell gradually from about 41,000 at 
the end of September to 39,000 at the beginning of December, - a decrease of about 
6 per cente 


Queensland has a more effective registration of unemployed than any other 
State , and the figures are of much greater significance. But the 2ueensland 
conditions are peculiar and their figures cannot be taken as a typical sample of 
Australia. Registrations fell from about 29,000 at the beginning of the year to 
20,700 in August, but had increased to 23,100 in October. The fall and rise are 
both partly seasonal and offer little light on the general trend. Unemployment is 
still much lighter in Queensland than in any other State, but the increase over last 
year is worse than for any other State, whether measured by Trade Union returns or 


State registrations. 


South Australia reported a marked improvement in employment in November. 
This, howéver, was entirely due to loan money being available for public works, but 
for private employment the situetion remains unchanged. 


No recent information is available from.Jestern Australia and Tasmania. 

The information on the whole confirms the conclusion that unemployment has 
passed the peak and is mending slowly. The prospects of continued though slow 
improvement are good, if the present danger of a fresn suropean collapsd can be 
averted. Unless effective support is given to the German economic structure, 
nothing can prevent a fresh slump in export prices and a new intensification of 
depression, ani unemployment in Australia. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended:- 
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UNGMPLOYMGNT - AUSTRALIA - Number and Membership of Trade Unions 
Reporting, and umber and Fercentage Unemployed - Ist 
Quarter, 1929; 2nd to 4th Quarters, 192]. 
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{ ae lst Quarter, | 2nd Quarter, | 3rd Quarter, ley Quarter, 
1929. LOSa. i eyshale 193.5 

ae es ea nee ae Se ae ee ees a a Rahal (ote eine ieee 

os of Unions BS 397 — | 396 396 | 

| “embership 420,756 429,687 | 426,603 | 423,493 | 

| Unemployed ~- Number oie Seine) | 118,424 | 120,694 | are Sie | 

es a Cc a eee eS | 28.3 28.0 
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5+ 
Ly oe a A 1929. 1931, Ema ome)! Tyne 
of of | of 
1) ‘9 { / 
New South Wales Sit 30.7 SES lg © 
Victoria ve 26.5 26.8 2546 
Queensland rr rece 16.9 17.5 | 
South Australia ac 32.4 Seige Sorel 
western Australia oe 27.1 Bile 28.1 
Tasmania oe 2723 cer eee | 28.4 a 
| | 
| AUSTRALIA ds 9.3 I 27.6 { 28.3 Ly 28.0 | 
Unemployment Tercentages in Industrial Groups - Australia - 
Bee eae sg ee Aa et oe da 
a Ss eee Seeanine ns vanes roe Sek coerargy 
I meee lst Quarter, j 2nd Quarter, | 3rd Quarter, | 4th Quarter, 
OE ile 1929, 1931. BOSie. 
p-anutacturing ~- | 
I. Wood, Furniture, etco| 6.5 gae3 34.0 34.8 | 
II. Bngineering, ictal } 
Yorks, etc. | Tiee 30.2 sue Sper: | 
Pete food, Drink, Tokacco, ce 5.4 20.7 20.5 20.8 | 
WV. Glothineg, Hats, ~- | | 
Booths, etc. See 26.7 2764 rae tf 
V. Books, Printing, &c. 26 14.4 15.6 Bigs 8) 
VI. Other .‘anufacturing 13.8 44,3 45.0 2a) 
VII, Building os 10.6 32.6 3345 36.0 
VIII, ining, Quarrying, etc. 13.2 | 267 33.7 33.5 | 
X» Land Transport, other | 
than Railway and Tram- 
way Services ee 7.6 24.0 25.9 ae > | 
fieeet, XI, XIIL, and XIV, 
| Other and “iscellaneous Aad 1¢.9 2005 i = 2002 | 
7a aoe nag = ‘@ AOA Gc 
TOTAL ee beens | 27.6 | 28.3 | 28.0 | 
oe See ee SEN E: eRe emer MONO Berar seated. venoms tenn Ee a3 
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